THE  URBM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 


November,  1944. 

TO , The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Cwnfljran. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my, Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  District.  It  is  drawn 
up  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  abbreviated  as  before  on  their  instructions. 


SDGIAL  , CONDITIONS. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  district  are  mainly  engaged  in 
local  industries,  but  many  have  employment  in  factories 
outside  the  area.  . 


VITAL ' ' STATISTICS; 


Total i Male.  Female. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  - Legitimate  ...  2E3.  119.  1^04. 

Illegitimate  7*  3.  4*  - 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  , 

estimated  Resident  Population  19-«7 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  1943  16* 5 

’ Total.  Male.  Eemale.  . 

STILLBIRTHS  13.  7.  6. 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still) Births  53*5 

DEATEIS  ...  ...  •*.  ...  •••  1B9  • 70  • 33* 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
. ; Resident  Population  11 •! 

Ditto  Ditto  1942  11.4 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  12*1 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  - ' 

There  was  none  in  the  year  under  review, 

INFANTILE  MORTALITT.  . . ' " • 


Five  Infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 
All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  »••  ...  21*7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
Liv-e.  Bur.ths  •••  ...  ...  .*•  17 • 9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
Live  Births  ...  •••  ...  .. .142*3 


Deaths  from  Cancer  - (All  AgcsJ  ' 12 

Measles-  {All  Ages)  ,,,  1 

Whooping  Cough  (All  Ages)  ,,,  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  0 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS 


’The  incidence  of-  sickness  was- fairly  normal  during  tho 
year* 


As  mentioned, before,  unemployment  has  steadily  decreased 
i . district,  but  tho  health  advantage  so  gained  may 
)rtiin<atoly  bo  offset  by  tho  suspension  of  further  slum 
cl  r-  :.co  and  overcrowding  abatement  duo  to  the  war.  ■ 

Evacuee  Children  have  been  billeted  wherever  possible 
in  houses  where  they  v; ill  not  cause  overcrowding. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  liEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  /iREA 


There  was  no  change  in  those  services  during  the  year 
under  review. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 'OF  THE  AREA 


The  water  supply  is  from  your  own  reservoir  and 
augmented  by  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation. 

The  former  is  chemically  treated,  filtered  and  chlorinated 
before  distribution. 

The  degree  of  hardness,  Clarke*  s 'Soal'e,  is  Pormanont  5»50 
Temporary  7*0 

The  Analysis  -of  a sampl-e  in  August  stated  that  chemically 
ad  bactcriologically  the  water  was  satisfactory. 

S^lTIOYiRY  BISPSCTION 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  1943  was  280. 

These  consisted  of  inspections  for  damp,  structural 
•defects,  and  conditions  arising  from  overcrowding. 

The  number  of  informal  no.ticos.  served  was  71. 

The  abatement  of  56  drainage  nuisances  was  carried  out 
by  Council  Wor lemon. 

r-:  It,  is  now  necessary  for  the  utmost  care  to  be  taken  of 

existing  houses  as  opportunities  for  rehousing  are  scarce,  and 
furthermore  tho  possibility  of  having  to  house  or  billet 
evacuated  families  from  other  areas  must  be  kept  in  mind. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


There  arc  in  your  district,  13  factories,  11  bakehouses, 
and  31  workshops  making  a total  of  55  registered  workshops. 
Inspection  has  boon  periodically  made,  especially  as  regards 
ventilation,  light,  limewashing  and  lavatory  accommodation. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Infested  Houses  : 

(a)  Council  Houses  .;.,11’  Disinfested  Vi.  11 

(b)  Other  Houses  ...  .5  Disinfested  ...  ,5  . 


■•(2) 


- 4‘L.o.  laothod  omployod  for  disinfestation  is  voriiiicine  spray 

.nd^.l'uiaigating  blocks. 

Belongings  from  tenants  arc  disinfested  in  all  .oa-ses 
before  removal  to  Council  Houses.  This  v^ork  is  carried  out 
by  the  Looal  Authority, 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  the  Schools  during 
the  year  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  regular  inspection  and  supervision  of  food-  was  carried 
‘out  as  usual,  and  the  following  foodstuffs  wore  surrendered 
and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  - 

160  tins  of  milk. 

ElO  tins  of  vegetables. 

40'  tins  of  fish-.  . . 

109  tins  of  moat, 

. H 56  lbs. butter, 

78  lbs, bacon.  ' 

■nH5.ViiIENCS  OF  AND ’■'CONTROL  OVER  INFECTICXB  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 


DIPHTHERIA,-  3 cases  vjcre  notified..  One.  had  been  immunised 
and  all' recovered • satisfactorily. 

Despite  propaganda,  the  response  to  immunisation  has 
been  disappointing,  but  thanks  to  our  early  school  immunisations 
commenced  in  1935,  diphtheria  cases  have  been  very  few, 

DEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER  - 2 cases  occurred  and  wore  removed  to 
hospital  where  1 proved  fatal, 

MEASLES  & I'VHOOPING  COUGH  - 187  and  6 cases  respectively  were 
notifipd.  All  wore  treated  at  home  as  wore  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  which  were  all  of  a very  mil'd  typo, 

TUBERCULOSIS  - No  case  in  our  district  has  required  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  allowance  scheme, 

IV-IiEREAL  DISEASE  - Such  cases  brought  to  my  notice  have  been 
singularly  few  and  no  more  than  in  previous  years, 

HlilAD  LICE  - Active  steps  have  been  taken  under  the  appropriate 
health  act  to  compel  a certain  few  to  have  disinfestation 
carried  out. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1943. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Gases  admitted 
to  Hospital, 

To"tal"  ' 
Deaths, 

Small-  Pox  

mm 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

53 

1 

- 

Diphtheria...  ... 

3 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid)- 

Peurperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  , , , , , , 

18 

- 

3 

Erysipelas  . . ... 

•• 

(3) 


AGE  GROUP  ANALYSIS. 


“tJudor 

1 yr.l.  2.  3.  4.  5/10  lO/lB  15/20  20/35  35/45  45/60 

1.  c Jl'/t  ■ • ‘ ■ >. 

- 1 4 '3  6,  20,,  16  1 1 1 

E.Dipi: j,t-  ' ' 

oricL  - - - - : ‘*7,  2 ■ “ 

3, Pnouraonia  2212-1  I"''  3 5 1 

4.  Erysipelas  - --  --  --  - 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Now  casGS  and  Mortality  during  1943 


New 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Ago 

Periods. 

f Respiratory 
Malo  Foroalo 

Npn-^ 

Respiratory 
Mr.le  Female 

Respiratory 
Malo  Female 

Non- 

Rospiratory. 
Male,  Female 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.1 

0 

0 

.1  , 

.0 

i *■ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

1 

0 

1 

0 " 

0 

b 

0 

0 

15 

1 

1 

0 

0'  '‘- ■ 

1 

• ■.2  . . 

0 

0 

20 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25 

1 ^ 

.1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

45 

■ 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

) and 
r rward  s 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

, 

TOTL^iLS 

' 

10 

4 

3 

1 

5 

3 

0 

2 

All  known  oases  were  notified#  _ 

' . % # 

I aiii,  Ladies  and -Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  .Servant# 

JAMES  FLETilBIG 


f 

4 

1 


